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MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP IN
ONTARIO TOWN KILLS TAXES.
Here is a .municipal .ownership

story that you should read and pon-
der. It is taken from the Des Moines,
lowa, Daily News of January 30, be-
ing a letter from Fort William, On-
tario by a special correspondent of
the paper who was Sent to Ft. William
to study conditions.

L L

(By Harry G. Farmer.)

is municipal ownership practical?
Will it pay in dollars and cents?

Wil it not result in the upbuilding
of a political machine where tae
reckless payment of party debts will
spell quick ruin for the system?

Can a municipality obtain from the
ranks of politics the competent sort
of men necessary (0o manage suc-
cessfully the wyarions publie utilities
whica, under munieipal owaership,
must be forced one and all under ecity
control?

These are the questions univers-
ally asked in the United States when
the question of municipal ownership
is raised. Taey are questions the
twin eitdes on Thuader bay, Port Ar-
thur and Ft. William are answering.

Away up here on the border of the
great northern wilderness these two
cities, destined to become tae gale-
ways of greater Canada, are thresi-
ing out the problem. In their own
minds the people here have settled
the guestion.

“The time #s8 coming,” a serious-
faced business man said to me, “when
we will no longer have to go to the
treasurer’s office to pay taxes. Instead
once a year we will call to recelve
onr dividends from the municipality™

Both cities generate their electrici-
ty by water power. Ft. William has
a plant capable of 40,000 horse pow-
er at Kakabe falls, a cataract with a
drop of 167 feet, twenty miles from
the city. Sufficlent power could be
generated to supply a city as large
as Chicago. Port Arthur has a mod-
ern power house =at an 80-foot fall
in the Current river just outside
of the city Umits. During the last
three years, under municipal owner-
sahip, the growth of the two cities has
been phenomenal. Both have jumped
in population from 6,000 to 15,000.

Ft. Wildam owns the electric light
and telephone systems, the water
works, a municipal theatre and a mu-
niecipal dance hall. Port Arthur owns
the street railway systems of both
towns, electrie light and telephone
aysfems, water works and 1,500 acres
of wvaluable lake front land, held in
reserve for the future encouragement
of indusirial development:

There is but one franchise ot
owned by the e¢ities, that of the Bell
Telephone Company, which now has
only ome telephone out of every
eight in both cities. A proposed ordi-
nance to compel all wires to be plac-
ed under ground probably will force
the company out of the field perma-
oently.

The mumicipal street cars are op-
erated by policemen. The road s a
success. ¥t is adne miles long and in
1907 it cleared $32,000. The net
_ profit in four years under municipal

ownership is $90,898.38, or one+fifth
of the entire cost of the road.

Were this profit to be distributed
in dividends it would mean $3 eaca
for every man, woman and child in
both cities, or about $30 each for the
taxpayers of Port Arthur if given
1o the taxpayers alone. This fran-

chise is valued at $1,000,000.
Telephoae tolls in Canada are quite
high, ranging from $50 to $100 a
vear for business houses, and from
$30 to $50 for residences. Under mu-
nicipal ownership residents of thesa
two citdies pay $12 a year for resi-
dence and $24 a yvear for eommercial
seryvice. In four years the two sys-
tems have earned about $9,000 net.

The Ft. Willlam municipal theatre
and dance hall are both in the ecity
hall. The latter interested me partie-
ularly. “We thought it would be bet
ter,” my merchant guide explained,
“to have a good moral place for our
sons and daughiers than to have
them running around o indiscriminatg
dances.”

The theatre strikingly illustrates
the possibilities of municipal owaer-
ship. It Is rented at a figure which
pays the city six per cent upon the
investment. The mavagement Is en-
abled thereby to make better terms
with visiting show companies than
most managers in the northwest. The
people get better and cheaper shows.
Every performance is ceasored, and
decency is not sacrificed to business
exigencies.

Just now Ft. William Is expending
$250,000 in developing a new gravity
system of water supply which in less
than a <year will furnish water from
Loch Lomond, on McKay mountain,
and give the city one of the cheapest
and best water systems in America.

A municipal swimming pool I8 in
contemplation. Both cities will con-
tribute to its cost. The lLake Superior
water is always too cold for bathing
purposes, but a river pours down into
the bay between the cities. An arti
ficial lake is to be bullt for the young.
sters near its mouth.

Now for the dollars and cenfts,
From the net earnings of its publie
utilities in the last four years Port
Arthur has had approximately one
hundred thousand dollars. This has
produced a substantial reduction in
the tax rate.

Better than all this, though, munic-
ipal ownership has killed partisan
municipal politics, and doing so has
wiped out municipal dishonesty and
graft. Party lines have been obliter-
ated. Any taxpayer may run for of-
fice. All that is required in the way
of nomination is that he appear on
a certain date to anaounce his candi-
dacy “supported” by one other voter.

Municipal ownership has brought
dignity and honor to office holding.
It has made the public office a public
trust in truth. Election is a demon:
stration of the public confidence in
one's-honor and integrity.

No salaries are paid mayors or al
dermen. The honor of eleetion Is con-
sidered sufficient emolument. Alder-
men are elected at large; there is
no ward politics, no district domina-
tlon. Last election there were more
than thirty candidates for alderman
on each city ticket, with eight to
elect.

Dishonesty in legislation and =ad-
ministration has Jdisappeared. Early
in the history of municipal owner-
ship there were some instances of
both. The results were such that no
one has dared offend since. To serve
wrongly means to erect a monument
that will stand in the public miad for
a generation.

Much of the apirit of moral uplift
in municipal politios is due to the
newspapers of both cities, also mu-
nicipally owned. They are ardent ex-
ponents of integrity and honest ambli-
tion to the rising generation.

HENRY WATTERSON ON
“THE PURCHASED PRESS.”
From Louisville CourierdJournal
The President professes to believe
deep down in the bottom of his
heart that a great many of the news-
papers of the United States are “cor-
Tupted” by Standard Oil. Well, the
‘President professed just as solemnly,
a Mttle while ago, to belleve In the
wcorporeal existence of a body of po
litical conspirators with a $6,000,000

“It is very easy,” says Mr. Van Bib-
ber, “to call a man a fool, and it is
very hard for a man who is called
a fool not to get angry and throw the
other man oyt of the windo

It is by no means a reflection upon
Mr. Roosevelt to say that he owes a
great deal of his popularity to the
press. He has been ever eager for
praise from the Democratic and tae
Republican mnewspapers. And they
have given it to him without meas-
ure. Party lines have not besn drawn
in commending the President, and
they have mot been drawn ia ecriticis-
ing him. Receatly there has been

more of a note of criticism than of
commendation in  the comments of

the newspapers of both parties. Wita
his customary intolerance of the opin-
ions of the other fellow Mr. Roose-
velt has shown {1l temper, but with
less than his customary political sa-
gacity, he has shown a spirit of un-
fairness that must make many of the
Republican newspapers feel toward
him very much as Mr. Van Bibber
did toward Mr. Carruthers.

Nothing is so easy as to raise the
cry of “bought” when a mewspaper
does not agree with one's political
views or exhibit a sympathetic inter-
est in one's®tantrums. Mr. Davis, of
Arkansas, who says himself that Mr.
Roosevelt’'s recent special message
eclipsed his brightest dream of the
oratory of annihilation, beat Mr.
Roosevelt to the housetops by a cou-
ple of leaps with the statement that
almost all of the newspapers are
bought by the trusts. No. one was
surprised when Mr. Davis shouted
“unclean” at all of the newspapers
that indulged in hilanity in the head-
Tines above reports of his maiden
speech. It was to be expected that
a cheap and shallow demagogue
would say. and conceivable that he
might believe, that the corrupted
alone could differ from him. But the
President shonld know Dbetter than
to imitate Mr. Davis.

If the President is really “seeing
things,” there is, of course, notiaing
to recommend but a rest cure. If he
is merely trying to make the people
believe that widespread corruption
of the press exists, it is not worth
while for anyone to take him ser
fously.

O

No huunting or trespassing allowed
on the Slaaghter Farm. mws-tf.

FOR COUNTY ASSPSSOR.
The Record is authorized to an-
nouace that Fred J. Beck will be a
candidate for <County Assessor of
Chaves county, subject to the ection
of the Democratic primaries or con-
vention.

The Record {is authorized to an-
nounce C. W. Davisson as a candidate
for the office of Tax Assessor of
Chaves county, subject to the actioa
of the Democratic primaries.

1 hereby announce my self a candi-
date for the office of County Assessor
of Chaves county, subject to the ac-
tion of the Democratic primaries.

GUY H. HERBERT.

I hereby announce myself a candi-
date for Assessor of Chaves county,
subject to the action of the Democrat
¢ primaries or convention.

A. R. FORSYTH.

FOR COUNTY TREASURER.
The Record 1is authorized to an-
nounce James Sutherland as a candi-
date for County Treasurer of Chaves
county, subject to the action of the
Democratiec primaries.

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
The Record is authorized to an-
nounce Charles C. Hill as a candidate
for Superintendent of Schools of
Chaves County, subject to the action
of the Democratic primary election.

FOR COUNTY SHERIFF.

The Record iz authorized to an-
nounce Charles L. Ballard as a candi-
date for the office of Sheriff of Chav-
es county, subject to the action of tae
Democratic primaries.

I hereby announce myself a candi-
date for Sheriff of Cahaves county, sub-
ject to the action of the Democratic
primary election.

J. J. RASCOE.

FOR PROBATE CLERK.

The Record is authorized to an-
nounce Jas, W. Mullens as a candil-
date for Probate Clerk of Chaves
county, subject to the action of the
Democratic primary election.

(lassified “Ads.”

FOR SALE.

FOR SALE:—Two town lots in the
best residence district of Artesla.
Will be sold at a bargain. Inguire
at Record office. tf

FOR SALE:— New gasoline engiae
8 H P—L. K. McGaffey, 108 N.
Main. a96t6

L

FOR SALE:— Two fine stallions, 3
and 4 years old, 401 McGaffey St
95t3*eod

FOR SALE:— A second-hand 16
horse power portable Falrbanks-
Morse gasoline engine. Ingunire at
Roswell Hardware Co. 8otf

FOR SALE:— At a bargain, second-
hand Oliver typewriter, in good con
dition. Apply at Record office. tf

FOR SALE:— Scholarsiiip Woolver
ton Business College. Cheap if tak-
en at once. Inquire Record office.

FOR RENT.

FOR RENT:— Furnished Tooms, 512
7. Lea. 95t3*

FOR RENT:— 6-room residence and
bath, modern, close in.—Roswell
Title and Trust Co.

FOR RENT:— Nice large rooms with
modera conveniences, with or with-
out board. Apply 719 N. Main St.

b:4:0% 4

HILLS & DUNN

These .are not special prices bat
our every day prices on French
Gray Granitewsre

0(15. Grey Granite Bocket. . .. ..
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For Probate Clerk,
F. P. GAYLE.

I hereby announce myself a candi-
date for re-election to the office of
Probate Clerk of Chaves County, sub-
jeot to the action of the Democratic
Primary Election.

F. P. GAYLE.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER.
The Record is authorized to an-
ounce that N. J. Fritz, of Hagerman,

is a candidate for Commissfoner of
the Third district, subject to the ac-
tion of the Democratic primaries.

COMMISSIONER THIRD DISTRICT.
The Hecord Is authorized to an-
nounce Jerry <Cazler as a candldate
for County Commissioner of Chaves
county, subject to the action of the
Democratic primary election.

COMMISSIONER THIRD DISTRICT.

The Record {s authorized to an-
nounce M. U. Finley as a candidate
for Commissioner of the Third Dis-
trict, subject to the action of the
Democratic primariea.

FOR PROBATE JUDGE.

The Record is authorized to an-
nounce J. T. Evans as a candidate
for Probate Judge of Chaves county,
subject to the action of the Democrat-
ic primary election.

FOR CITY CLERK.

The Record is to an-

nouace W. H. Cosgrove a candiflate

for the office of City Clerk of Roswell,

snbject to the action af the Democrat-
ie city convention.

I hereby announce myself a candi-
date for City OClerk, subject to the
action of the Democratic city conven-
tion.

WALTER T. PAYLOR.

FOR CITY CLERK.
The Record is authorized to an-
nounce W. 8. Moore a candidate for
the office of City Clerk of Roswell,
subject to the action of the Demo-
cratic city conventioa.

Wash M...loc MMISSIONER SECOND DISTRICT
Dipper : e

The Recurd ls anthorized to an-

'MERELY TO REFMIND YOU
THAT THE TINE T

—=== TO BUILD

Was Never More Pmpilious

HIGA GRADES--LOW PRICES

SEE US

KEMP LUMBER COMPANY.

PHONE 35.

LOTS! LOTS! LOTs

Good residence lots in the best
secticn of Artesia. Will be
sold at a saerifice. : : :: : : :

APPLY AT RECORD OFFICE

Roswell and Other Points on the

Pecos VYalley Lines

Best reached by direct connections with the A. T. N. F.

Be sure your ticket reads

Via Santa Fe.

Full information regarding
cheerfully furnished.

D. L. MEYERS

Trafiic Managr,

All the way. rates, ete.,

Amarillo, Texas

ROSWELL CITY PROPERTY

——— AT A BARGAIN —/——
APPLY TO “A” AT THE REGORD OFFICE

Roswell Lots Cheap

Residence lots in a most desirable
section of Roswell, for sale at a
bargain.

Apply a Record Office.

WE BUILD HOUSES

irick

of Lumber, Cement Blocks, Cement or anvthing
else you want
We manufacture Cement Blocks, the best blocks ever pro-
duced for foundations and buildings.
Weo Do Planing Mill Work of all kinds, Cabinet
Contraeting, Carpentering, Papering—
A\'D WE DO IT RIGHT.
Give Us a Trial and be Convinced.

The Valley Construction & Mfg. Company.

313 South Main Street

making,

Subscribe For
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